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PREFACE. 


H E two following Lettersare pub- 

| liſhed by themſelves ; the ſubſe- 
quent Materials being to be thrown into 
Diflertations on particular Texts of Scrip- 
ture. This Way of Writing will proba- 
bly prove the moſt agreeable to the Ge- 
nerality of Readers, as it muſt certainly 
afford an Opportunity of ſetting every 
particular Subject that is introduced, in 


the fulleſt and moſt diſtin&t Point of 


View. If theſe, or the following Sheets, 
ſhould prove in any Degree inſtrumental, 
| either 
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either in awakening Perſons to the Care 
of their moſt important Intereſt, or aſ- 
fiſting them in their Endeavours to pur- 
ſue it, they will be thought not to be 


publiſhed in vain, 


nn 
Page 27. after Line 14. inſert, That I may not 
run out this Letter into too unmeaſurable a a 
Length, I ſhall mention only ſome few 
Particulars of that Head of Duties which re- 
lates to ourſelves. | 
„ 
Page 32. I. 19. for great read greater 
57. J. 5. for be no means read be by no 
means. Sf 
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LETTER I. 
Mb AM, 

AM engaged to write to you on 
1 the Subject of Religion, at the 
Requeſt of a particular Friend, 
who ſeems very unwilling to be denied; 
tho', as you are wholly unknown to me, 
1 may perhaps be attempting to give Leſ- 
ſons of Inſtruction to a Perſon, from 
whom it might be much more proper 

for me to receive them. 
In treating on this great and important 
Point, I ſhall endeavour to give you the 
beſt 
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beſt Preſervative, my Capacity will en- 
able me to furniſh out, to ſecure you 
from thoſe various Snares, by which the 


grand Deceiver of Mankind is perpetually 


attempting to lead unguarded Chriſtians 
into Folly and Error, in their glorious 


' Purſuit after the moſt conſummate Wiſ- 


dom, and the ſublimeſt Truths. 
THarT theſe his reſtleſs Endeavours 
have been but too ſucceſsful, I am afraid, 
can no ways be denied. For it is noto- 
riouſly evident, that many Perſons, out 
of a miſtaken Zeal, have been led to 
practiſe ſuch uncommanded Auſterities, 
and ſuch perpetual Mortifications, as if 
they thought Religion conſiſted more 
in diſpleaſing themſelves, than in pleaſing 
God. And others have been brought to 
think it almoſt the only ſure Way to 
Heaven, to retire wholly from the 
World ; inſtead of diligently, prudent- 
ly, and conſcientiouſly acting the Part 
which God hath allotted them to per- 
form in it. | | 
THESE miſtaken Notions began to 


prevail but too much in the Church, 


ſoon after the three firſt Centuries: And 
if 
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if we ſhould be fo unwary, as to ſet 
ſome of the Saints of thoſe later Times 
before our Eyes, as our Patterns, inſtead 
of the unerring Example of our bleſſed 
Lord and Saviour, or his Apoſtles; it 
would be no wonder, if even a ſincere 
Zeal for Religion ſhould lead us into 
Superſtition or Enthuſiaſm, inſtead of 
Truth and Virtue. 
Tus is neither an unneceſſary, nor 
unſeaſonable Caution. For the unchri- 
ſtian Doctrines, or unchriſtian Lives of 
ſome Divines amongſt ourſelves, as well 
as amongſt thoſe who diſſent from our 
eſtabliſhed Church, daily determine Num- 
bers of ſincere Chriſtians to try to diſ- 
cover what is the true Religion, by tra- 
cing it out in the firſt and pureſt Ages 
of the Church; when the ſeveral Paſtors 
of it, by carefully travelling the Road 
themſelves, were the better able to direct 
others in their Way to Heaven. But, 
tho' they may lay their Deſign not un- 
wiſely, many of them fail of Succeſs in 
the Execution of it. Inſtead of going 
up high enough, they either ſtop ſhort 


themſelves, at the Saints of ſome of thoſe 
B 2 later 
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later Ages which I have been pointing 


out; or elſe have Recourſe to ſome religi- 
ous Books, whoſe Authors formed them- 
ſelves upon their Models; the very beſt 


of which have, perhaps, hardly eſcaped 
having a ſtrong Tincture either of Su- 


perſtition, or Enthufiaſm. 

Nox muſt we forget to remark, that 
even whilſt we are endeavouring to fol- 
low the Example of our Saviour and his 
Apoſtles, we muſt be very careful to di- 


ſtinguiſh, what was done by Virtue of a 


miraculous Power, what by Virtue of 


that high Office which they were ap- 


pointed to execute, and what belongs to 
the general Race of Chriſtians to imitate 
and practiſe. 

For want of making this obvious Di- 
ſtinction, ſeveral unwary, but, I hope, not 
ill-meanin gMen, have moſt notoriouſly, by 
being liftedup withPride, fallen into the Con- 
demnation of the Devil: For tho none of 
them have as yet run the Length of 
James Naylor, and pretended to come 


in the Perſon of Fefus Chriſt ; yet it is 


very plain, that their chief Leaders, and 
ſeveral others among them, act as if 
| te 
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they imagined that they were come in 
the Spirit of Chriſt; and therefore were, 
like him, to teach as one having Authori- Matth. vii, 
ty, and not as the Scribes. Om 
Bur whilſt theſe preſumptuous ſelf- 
willed Men are acting as Lords over Pet. v. 3. 
God's Heritage; would not every conſi- 
derate Chriſtian be ready to rebuke them Titus i. 13. 
ſharply, in the Words ofthe Apoſtle, What? , cor. xiv. 
came the Word of God out from you? or came 36 
it unto you only? even ſuppoſing that the 
Doctrines, which they propagate with ſuch 
an intemperate and irregular Zeal, were 
right and ſcriptural, But we have too 
much Reaſon to pronounce, that this is 
by no means the Caſe: For they have 
been fo far from taking St. Pauls Advice 
to Timothy, and fudying to ſhew themſelves * Tim it 
approv'd unto God, Workmen that need not * 
be aſhamed, rightly dividing the Word of 
Truth; that they are feeding Babes with 
 firong Meat, when they themſelves (who 
are fo. preſumptuouſly ſtepping out af 

their proper Rank, and running about 
over the whole Kingdom to teach others, 
like Maſters in Jjrael) have need that one Heb. v. ia. 
teach them again, which be the firſt Prin- 
| P72: ciples 
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cipler of the Oracles of God. That this is 
no groundleſs Charge, may be very clear- 


ly demonſtrated from one plain, and un- 
deniable Inſtance, viz. Their making a 
confident Aſſurance of Salvation, to be 
one of the firſt Leſſons that is to be 


learned by every true Believer in Jeſus 


Chriſt. 
I SHALL not lead you into the Con- 


troverſy about the final Perſeverance 
of the Saints, tho' it might here alſo 


be very eaſily ſhewn, that they are 


often talking about it, without in the leaſt | 
Degree underſtanding the true State 
of the Caſe. It will be ſufficient for 
the preſent Purpoſe to obſerve, that 
if our Confidence of God's Favour ex- 


ceeds the Meaſure of our Obedience to 


his Commands, it is not a true Faith, 
but a falſe Preſumption. A Point which 
hath been proved, beyond any Poſſibility 
of Contradiction, towards the End of the 


firſt Vol. of his Works, by Dr, Fackſon 


whoſe early Piety, extenſive Knowledge, 
Strength of Genius, and Length of Days, 
may be reaſonably ſuppoſed to have en- 
abled him to have drunk as deeply out. of 
the 
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the Fountain of divine Truth, as any 
Man that hath ever aroſe in the Church 
ſince the Days of the Apoſtles. 
WEN, therefore, they teach their 
new Converts to ſet out, in their Chri- 
tian Courſe, with that full Aſſurance of 
their Salvation, with which we find St. 
Paul ending his, 2 Tim. iv. 6. do they 
not neceſſarily expoſe them to that ſevere 
Rebuke, Let not bim that girdeth on the 
Harneſs, boaſt himſelf, as he that putteth 
it off. But this is by far the leaſt Part 1 Kings 
of the Miſchief that may naturally ariſe 
from their feeding Babes with the frong 
Meat, which belongs to them only that 
are of full Age. For the ſame excellent yg, v4 
Author hath ſhewn in ſeveral Places, that 
immature Perſuaſions of our ſure Eſtate 
in Grace are deſtructive of our Salva- 
tion, and open a Gap to helliſh Hypo- 
criſy a. How fatally then may many, 
who in their own vain Imagination 
have, according to the modern Phraſe, 
applied Chriſt's Merits to their Soul, 
cloathed themſelves in his Righteouſneſs, 


a Vid. Vol. i. p. 696. Vol. iii. p. 277, &c. 
B 4 reſted 
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reſted on him for their Salvation, &c. 
be thundet-ſtruck with that dreadful Sen- 
tence, from the Mouth of that very Sa- 
viour whoſe Name hath been ſo often 
and fo familiarly at their Tongues End, 

Match. vii. I never knew you ; depart from me, ye that 

23. work Iniquity: A Sentence from which 
we are informed by himſelf, that the hav- 
ing prophefied in bis Name, or even the 
having in his Name caſt out Devils, and 

ver. 22. in his Name done many wonder ful Warks, 
will not be able to defend them. 

Bur inſtead of going on to point out 
the numberleſs Errors in the Matter af 
their Diſcourſes, which might ſwell this 
Letter to too great a Bulk, I ſhall cloſe 
this Head with ſome Remarks on the 

Manner of their Preaching. 

IT ſeems to be an Opinion, which hath 
almoſt generally prevailed amongſt them, 
that their tranſporting Men beyond their 
| Reaſon, is a ſure Mark of their having 
the Power of God to aſſiſt them in their 
Miniſtry. In Conſequence of this miſ- 
taken Notion, by making ulſe of the moſt 
moving and affeQing 1 and 


Playing ſtrongly on the Paſſions of their 
4 | deluded 
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deluded Followers, it is not unuſual to 
have ſome of the weaker and ſofter Tem- 
pers amongſt their Audience, and eſpecially 
of the female Sex, fall into ſuch Emo- 
tions and Tranſports, as ſeem to be much 
more likely to be inſpired by the Prince 
of Darkneſs, than to be from above, and 


to come down from the Father of} _— 


Lights. For if we look into the AFs 
of the Apoſtles with a ſteddy and unpre- 
judiced Eye, we ſhall obſerve, that the 
Perſons, who were converted to Chri- 
ſtianity by thoſe inſpired Preachers, were 
affected in a very different Manner from 
theſe Perſons of whom I am ſpeaking. 
Wr are indeed told, that the Fews 
were pricked to the Heart by St. Peter's 
firſt Sermon; but tho' this may ſeem to 
imply their being affected with no ſmall 
Degree of pungent Sorrow and Contri- 
tion, yet by what follows it plainly 
appears, that it left them in the clear 
and undiſturbed Poſſeſſion of their Rea- 
ſon, fince we may obſerve, it led them 


to ſay unto Peter, and to the reff of the Afi 37. 


Apoſtles, Men and Brethren, what ſhall 
we af 
But 
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Bur we may find the Author of the 
Afs of the Apoſtles incidentally inform- 
ing us, in what Manner St. Paul would 
with his Audience to be affected by his 
5 preaching: For ſpeaking of the Jeus at 
1 Ads xvii. Berea, Theſe (ſays he) were more noble 
15 I” than thoſe of Theſſalonica, in that they 
„ | received the Word with all Readineſs of 
THICK Mind, and ſearched the Scriptures datly, 
whether theſe Things were ſo. 
IT ſhall be readily allowed, that when 
Eph. ii. 1. Men are dead in Treſpaſſes and Sins, the 
Preacher may, and ought to endeavour, 
71-208 by the help of every proper Paſſion, ſuch 
Hint: as Fear, Love, Hope, Fc. to awaken 
„ them out of their Lethargy, and addreſs 
5 himſelf to them with the moſt powerful 

Rhetoric which he can make uſe of, 
and ſay unto them (in the Language of 
the Prophet) As I live, Jarth the Lord 
Ezek. God, I have no Pleaſure in the Death of 
xxxiii. Il. he Wicked, but that the Wicked turn from 
his Way, and live: Turn ve, turn ye, 

from your evil Ways ; for why will ye die, 
O Houſe of Iſrael ? But when once he hath 


rouſed them, and their wow are opened 
to 


he ſhould then no longer apply himſelf 


that never Man fpake hike this Man. 
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to ſee the wondrous Things of God's Law, Pr. exix. 
to their Paſſion, but their Reaſon, as the 
only Principle that can guide them into 
Truth. 

Tris Way of proceeding may be 
further inculcated by an Argument, the 


Force of which cannot eaſily be avoided 


by the moſt prejudiced of theſe over- 
zealous Preachers of Chriſtianity. 


IT was moſt juſtly ſaid of our Saviour, _ vii. 
40. 


To his Example, therefore, we may 


moſt confidently appeal, as the Standard 


of Perfection; nor can it be denied, but 
that, throughout the whole Courſe of his 


Miniſtry, there is no one particular Cir- 


cumſtance in it, that ſeems in the leaſt 
Degree calculated to ſtrike on our Ima- 
ginations or our Paſſions. 

As to his outward Appearance, Be 
punctually fulfilled the Words of the 
Prophet, He hath no Form nor Chmelt- jg, Iii. 3. 
neſs; and when we ſhall ſee him, there is 


no Beauty that we ſhould defire him, Nor 


did he leſs avoid to draw the Attention of 
the People by making any public Noiſe, 


&c. 


1 
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ample of our bleſſed Lord and. Maſter: 
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Sc. than by the external Splendor of his 
Appearance: As he exactly anſwered 
another Deſcription of him, by the ſame 


Ig. xlii. 2, evangelical Prophet, He ſhall not cry, nor 


lift up, nor cauſe his Voice to be heard in 


the Street. 


Lux us next attentively examine his ſe- 
veral Sermons, and we ſhall generally 
find, that the Language of them was 
as plain, and unadorned, as his Appear- 
ance. = | 

AFTER theſe Remarks upon the Man- 
ner of our Saviour's Appearance and 
Preaching, it may not be improper to 
obſerve, that it was not ſo much his 
Province to awaken Men out of the 
firſt deadly State of Sin (for this was the 


Work of John the Baptiſt) as to carry 


them on from the firſt Rudiments of 


Religion and Virtue to higher Degrees 


of Perfection. 
IN DEE D if we ſeriouſly weigh and 


conſider the State and Nature of Things, 
our Reaſon may bring us into the ſame 


Way of Thinking which hath been in- 


culcated from the Scripture, and the Ex- 


For 
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For as we muſt naturally be led to diſco- 
ver, that the main Subſtance of Religion 


can be nothing elſe but ſo many ſublime 
Leſſons of divine Truth; it muſt neceſſa- 


_rily follow, that it is our Reaſon, which 


is the proper Faculty for the compre- 
hending and embracing of them. But 
as theſe over-zealous Men have taken an 


_ unhappy Diitaſte to this glorious Faculty 


of our Nature, notwithſtanding the wi- 
ſeſt amongſt the Sons of Men hath aſſert- 


13 


ed, that it is the Candle of the Lord, Prov. Fo 


| ſearching all the inward Parts of the 


Belly; let us decline this Way of proving 
our Point, and once more have Recourſe 


to Scripture, We may obſerve that our 


Saviour informs us, that he is not only 


the Way, and the Life, but the Truth; * 
and that he End for which he was born, wü. 37. 


and the Cauſe for which he came into the 


World, was to bear Witneſs unto [or de- 


Clare) the Truth : And muſt not it be 
by our intellectual Faculty that we heark- 
en to, and embrace this Truth? And as 


he thus ſpeaks of himſelf, and the Deſign 


of his coming into the World, ſo he 


further 
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John xvi. further informs us, that the Comforter is 
'3" the Spirit of Truth. And when he is 
employed in his Office of guiding into 
Truth, muſt not our Reaſon be the Fa- 
culty on which he muſt operate for this 
glorious Purpoſe ? 

I nave dwelt the longer on this Point, 
becauſe it is very certain, that they who 
mean the beſt amongſt theſe over-for- 
ward Preachers of Chriſtianity, whilſt 
they apply ſo much to the Paſſions of 
their Audience, muſt neceſſarily either 
run the greateſt Part of their Followers 

into Enthuſiaſm or Superſtition, or put 

them into the Condition of that Ground, 

Mat. xiii. Where the Seed miſcarried by ſpringing 
5- up too faſt, 

AND if this is the beſt Conſequence 
that can be expected from playing ſtrong- 
ly upon the Paſſions, or ſtriking power- 
fully on the Imagination, even when 
this Method of Preaching is made uſe 
of by honeſt and well- meaning Men; 
what mighty Evils may it not produce, 
when it is practiſed by wicked and de- 
ſigning Perſons, who make an affected 


Zeal for 3 the Means of com- 
paſſing 
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paſſing the unhallowed Ends of their 
Ambition, their Covetouſheſs, or their 


Luſt ? 


| IT may not be improper to take Notice 


of another Circumſtance in their Way of 
Preaching, I mean, their doing it in an ex- 


temporary Manner. This, it muſt be con- 
feſſed, is eminently calculated to catch the 
Aae of their Audience, and make 


them believe that they do indeed ſpeak 
(as ſome of them have but too confident- 


ly boaſted) with great Demonſtration of the 5 — 
Spirit, and with Power * : But when we 
obſerve, that St. Paul plainly intimates to 

us, that he himſelf did not wholly rely 

upon an inſtantaneous Inſpiration, but 

made uſe of his Books and his Parchments, - 8 iv. 
methinks it might remind theſe gift 
Gentlemen (who, I hope, have the Mo- 

deſty to think, that they have a far leſ- 

ſer Portion of the Spirit than this great 
Apoſtle) not to be raſh with their Mouths, Eecl. v. 2. 
or let their Hearts be haſty to utter any 
thing before God A Leſſon that may be 


* See Continuation of Mr. Whitfield's Journal from 
his Arrival at London to his ſetting out for Georgia, P- 2. 
no 
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no leſs applicable to Preaching than Pray 
ing. 

As the unhappy Gentleman, whoſe 
Journal J have ſo lately quoted, inſtead 

be of liſtening to the Words of St. John, Be- 

ö. loved, believe not every Spirit, but try the 
Spirits, whether they are of God (an Ad- 
vice which moſt certainly is as neceſſary 


to be obſerved with regard to what is 
ſuggeſted to us within our own Breaſts, 


as to what 1s ſpoken to us by others) pro- 
ceeds in the ſame Journal to acquaint us, 
« That he fears he ſhould quench the 
Spirit, if he did not go on to ſpeak as 
ce he gives him Utterance, p. 17. he 
muſt neceſſarily fall into the Snare of giv- 
1 Tim. iv. ing Heed to ſeducing Spirits, and Doctrines 
e Devils; and by that Means become 
(though undeſignedly) a Promoter of the 
Kingdom of Darkneſs, inſtead of advanc- 
ing the Kingdom of Light. And, indeed, 
if we conſider ſeriouſly, are not Strife 
and Diviſions pointed out as the Work of 
: Cor. iii. the carnal Man? Are not they who are 


; 4 ij. Preſumptuous and ſeif-willed, who deſpiſe 
10. and Dominion, and ſpeak evil of Dignties, ſtig- 


Joy vat matized as walking after, and defiling the 
Fleſh? 


J 
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Fleſh? And if theſe unhappy Gentlemen 


would once be but perſuaded to ſtand 
ſtill, and let their Heads grow cool 


enough to be in a Condition to liſten 


to the Words of Soberneſs and Truth, 


muſt not even they themſelves be con- 


vinced that they have been preſumprucns 


and ſelf-willed, when they have perſiſted 
in their own headſtrong Ways in Spite 
of the repeated Remonſtrances of Num- 


bers of their Friends (ſeveral of whom 
they muſt acknowledge to be real Chri- 
ſtians, and ſome of them perhaps born in 


the Spirit before they were born in the 


Fleſh ?) That they have deſpiſed Domi- 
nion whilſt they have pretended to con- 


tinue in the Communion of the Church 


of England, and yet perſiſted in their ir- 


regular, diſorderly way of Preaching, not- 


withſtanding the expreſs Commands of 
their Dioceſan to the contrary? That 
they have ſpoken evil of Dignities, when 
they have moſt pragmatically and uncha- 


ritably applied our S1viour's Declamations 


againſt the Scribes and Phariſees to the 
Governors and Miniſters of our Church. 
Nor can it be denied, but that they have 

LC ſome- 


4 
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„ ſometimes ſtigmatized Perſons for being 
N merely Letter-learned and carnal, who 
Wn: | were as far advanced above them in true 
1 Chriſtianity as they were in Station. An 


Error which muſt be confeſſed to be of 
nt 1: no indifferent Nature; and yet what they 
1 muſt neceſſarily run into, when they 

HS pretended to imitate the Example of our 
ſt Bleſſed Lord and Saviour, without hav- 
1 ing in the leaſt Degree the Faculty like 
5 him (who was God as well as Man) of 
John ii. Enoring What was in Man. 

i * As the Courſe of my IPD led 
* me to quote one of Mr. Whitfield's Jour- 
nals, in no Degree to his Advantage, it 
1% gives me no little Pleaſure to be able to 
e, declare, that whoever reads the Thanks- 
We; |. giving Sermon which he publiſhed upon 

„ the Suppreſſion of the late Rebellion, will 
M be led to conclude, that whatever Errors 
Ht 1 he may have formerly run into from a 
ie. Defect of the Head and not of the 

Heart, he is now come, like St. Paul, 
— ſpeak forth the Words of Soberneſs and 
Truth, I am perſuaded that this Gentle- 
man, upon an attentive Review of his 


Proceedings, muſt be himſelf convinced 
that 


KEEEGI10N; + 
that it muſt have been by the Inſtigation 


of the Father of Lies, and not from the John viii. 
Impulſe of the Spirit of Truth, that he +4 


was impetuouſly puſhed on to purſue his 


irregular Courſe of Preaching immediate- 


ly after his Admiſſion into Prieſt's Orders, 
tho' he had given the Biſhop of Glouceſter 
his ſolemn Promiſe to deſiſt from his 


Field Preaching but juſt before his Ordi- 


nation to the ſaid ſacred Office, 
Upo the Whole, when we ſee theſe 


high-minded Men compaſſing Sea and 


Land to offer Chriſt, as they phraſe it, to 
Mankind in ſuch a Manner as if they had 
him ſolely in their keeping : Nay, and 
doing it ſometimes ſo freely, that, regard- 
leſs of our Lord's Direction, Give not 


Jeſus Chrift freely even to thoſe who mock, 


as we are told in the Journal formerly 


quoted, p. 47. may not the Time be 


come, when every weak but well-diſpoſed 


Mind ought to be earneſtly exhorted to 
fix his Eye attentively on the following 


Words of our Bleſſed Lord and Saviour, 
Then, if any Man ſhall ſay unto vou, Lo, 
C2 here 


| 3 : Matth. vii. 
that which is holy unto Dogs, neither caſt 3 


ye your Pearls before Swine, they offer 


OUTS Exe” ad. r 
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bere is Chriſt, or there, believe it not; for 


pbets, and ſhall ſhew great Signs and Won- 
ders, injomuch that (if it were poſſible) 


bave told you before, wherefore if they 2 
Mech. fay unto you, Behold, be is in the Deſert, 
V0 not forth, 

As the laſt Part of this foregoing Quo- 
tation ſeems to point directly at our Field 
Preachers, ſo the following Words, Be- 
bold, he is in the ſecret Chamber, believe 


1 a deluded Set of foreign Enthuſiaſts, who, 
11 for ſome Years laſt paſt, have been moſt 
TINO unhappily employed in building up zhe 
ite Rer. ii. 9, Jynagogue of Satan, inſtead of the Church 
, | of Chrift : I mean the Moravians, who, 
1 by a deluſive Quietiſm, do as fatally ſtrike 


1655 the meer moral Man does at the „i- 
HE TR ritual. - 

HHH Bur tho' it may give juſt Occaſion of 
11 | Sorrow to every truely Chriſtian Mind, to 
1 behold how many ſincerely honeſt and 
well-diſpoſed (tho' over haſty and inju- 


2 5 * 


there ſhall ariſe falſe Chriſts and falſe Pro- 


they ſhall deceive the very Elect; behold, 1 


it not, naturally lead us to fix our Eye on 


at all the ura! Part of Chriſtianity, as 


dicious) Perſons have been enſnared by one 


n 


. 
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Chriſtianity, yet let us remember that, 


or other of theſe heretical Preachers of 


21 


after the fulfilling of the Prophecy, And ger. 5m 
1 beheld another Beaſt * coming up out of "*— 5 


the Earth, and he had two Horns like a 
Lamb, and he ſpake as a Dragon: And he 
exerciſeth all the Power of the firſt Beaſt 
before him, and cauſeth the Earth and them 
which dwell therein to worſhip the firſt 
Beaſt, whoſe deadly Wound was healed ; 
and he doth great Wonders, fo that be 
maketh Fire to come down from Heaven on 
the Earth in the Sight of Men : The next 


Scene that opens will diſcloſe a moſt 
bright and triumphant State of the Church, 


when it will be equally bleſſed with in- Rev. xiv; 


ternal Purity and external Proſperity, and 


all the glorious and gladning Prophecies of 
1/aiah be literally and fully accompliſh'd. 


* It may not be i improper to remark here, that by the 
Beaſt may be underſtood any Engine of the Grand De- 
ceiver of Mankind, who forms a Syſtem of Religion, or 
traces out any Way to procure the divine Fayour, but 


that deſcribed by the Prophet 1/aiah : And an Highway 


Hall be there, and a Way, and it ſhall be called the Way 
of Holineſs, the unclean ſhall not paſs over it, but it Ball 
be for thoſe ; the way 2 Men, though Fools, fhall not 
err therein, Iſaiah xxxv. 8 


C 3 THERE 
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THERE can, perhaps, be hardly a bet. 
ter Preſervative againſt the foregoing, as 
well as every other Wile and Deluſion of 
that watchful Enemy, who is perpetually 
endeavouring to ſaw Tares among the 
I heat, than to be often taking a ſteddy 
View of the End of our Religion, 

THIS End is moſt fully as well as 
briefly deſcribed by St. Paul to Titus, viz, 
that it is to teach us, that, denying Ungodli- 
neſs and wordly Luſts, we Should live ſo- 
berly, righteouſly, and godly in this preſent 
World. In ſhort, the true Practice of 
Religion is nothing elſe but the due Diſ- 
charge of the ſeveral Offices of Life, be- 
longing to that Station in which the Pro- 
vidence of God hath placed us : Theſe 
(agreeably to the foregoing Words of St, 
Paul) have been branched out by Divines 
into the Duties we owe to God, ourſelves, 
and our Neighbours, 

Tux giving a diſtin and particular 


Delincation of each of them, would ne- 


ceſſarily extend this Letter much beyond 
the Length to which I deſign to confine 


it; I ſhall therefore ſpeak at large only 


upon a few Matters which your Friend 


hath 


> 


%” 
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hath more eſpecially recommended to my 


Notice. 


LE us begin with Prayer, the Thing 
which muſt procure us Grace and Power 
to practiſe every other Duty. 

As I hear you have a juſt Value for 
our excellent Liturgy, there will be occa- 
fon to ſay but little about our public De- 


votions; for you will readily agree with 


me, that in the Prayers of our Church, 


23 


we may be juſtly ſaid to worſhip God in Jobs vi. 


Spirit and in Truth, as our Creator, our © 
Redeemer, and our Sanctiſier. 

_ IT may not however be improper to 
obſerve, that tho' we ſhould always en- 
deayour to perform them in the moſt per- 


fect Manner, and ſhould beg of God to 
inſpire us with a Seraphic Flame when 


we attend upon him in his Ordinances ; 
yet we ſhould not make ourſelves uneaſy 
if we cannot always pray with the ſame 


Tranſports of Affection. We may, per- 


haps, often perform them moſt accept- 


ably in the Sight of God, when we find 


leaſt Pleaſure in them ourſelves : For 


when our Devotions in the Houſe of God 
ſeem to carry us up with St, Paul into the 
C 4 third 
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third Heaven, we may be in Danger of 

Joby vi.  followmg our Saviour for the Loaves : But 

when we perſevere in a regular Perform- 

ance of our religious Duties, notwith- 

ſtanding that our Spirits are dull, and 

every Wheel moves heavily, we may be 

certainly aſſured that we act upon a pure 

Principle of Conſcience. 

TEE returning Prodigal is moſt com- 

monly entertain'd with Mufic and Danc- 

ing, but we muſt remember that tho'. 

: Cor. iii. Babes are fed with Milk, yet as we ad- 
vuance we muſt expect a leſs palatable tho? 
Ia. xly. ſtronger Diet: And when God hides him- 
„Fel. from us, we ſhould ſupport our Spirits 
with reflecting, that at the laſt Day we 
ſhall not ſo much be rewarded -for the 

Comforts we have enjoyed as for the Diſ- 
comforts we have ſuffered, without failing 
in, our Duty, or flackening in our Obe- 

dience. 

LET us come now to. conſider our 
private Prayers : As theſe ought never ta 
be omitted, ſo it may be by no means ad- 
viſcable to run them out into too great a 
Length, eſpecially on the Days allotted 
us for our worldly Buſineſs, Our Saviour 

„ 
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gives us no Encouragement to think we 
ſhall be heard for our much ſpeaking, The Match. vi. 
Prayer he hath taught us is very ſhort, 7: 
tho moſt excceding comprehenſive, nor 


is there any thing in his Example that 
may lead us to make ſuch long Applica- 
tions to God in our private Devotions, as 
may expoſe us to theſe fatal Deluſions, 
which ariſe from an over-heated Imagi- 


Crying and Tears, if we turn to the Evan- 
geliſts, we ſhall find, that, even in this 
bitter Agony, his Words were few, and 


that he made ſeveral Pauſes in this ſolemn 


Act of Devotion. Nay, tho* our Engli/h 


the Words might be more juſtly rendered, 


that he continued all Night in a Proſeucha 
of God, i. e. in one of thoſe Oratories, of 
which the Jeus had many erected over 


all their Country, for the offering up 
their Prayers unto God. 
BuT admitting our preſent Tranflation 


to be right, and that our bleſſed Lord and 


Maſter 
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nation, For in that concerning Scene in Heb. v. 7. 
which the Apoſtle deſcribes him as offering 
up Prayers and Supplications with ſtrong 


Tranſlation tells us that he continued all Luke vi. 
Night in Prayer to God, yet, perhaps, 
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1396111448 Prayer to God, yet ſurely what our Sa- 
TAIT * viour did upon ſo extraordinary Occaſion 
as the chuſing his twelve Apoſtles, who 


| |: „ of his Church, can with no more Reaſon 

1208! 008 or Propriety be propoſed to common Chri- 
. ſtians to imitate, than his ſolemn Faſt be- 
i fore his firſt Entrance upon his Miniſtry. 
. Neither may we infer from our Lord's 
e continuing all Night in Prayer to God, 


1 continued uninterrupted Act of Devotion, 
N ſince (as we have juſt before taken No- 
TR tice) in that ſolemn Hour when he was 
Bent: Mark xiv. ſo ſolicitous to have Peter, and James, and 
e 33 Fohn watch with him, his Prayers were 
RL HUD as ſhort as fervent, and his Acts of Devo- 
1 tion not long and continued, but often re- 
peated. 
WET W᷑ are hence naturally led to obſerve, 
. that in the Precepts of praying akoays, 
e continuing inſtant in Prayer, &c. the Term 
e Praying muſt be either interpreted in the 
F ſame Latitude as it is uſed in the hundred 
and fixth P/a/m, where Phineas is ſaid 10 
ſtand up and pray, when he did an Action 


Maſter did indeed continue all Night in 


e were to be the Founders and Governours 


. that he ſpent the whole Time in one long 


for 
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for the Glory of God; in which Senſe of 
the Word a Chriſtian, who hath an habitual 
Deſire of pleaſing God, may make even 
his eating, drinking, ſleeping, converſing, 
&c. become. an inceſſant Prayer: Or elſe 
it muſt be underſtood as an Exhortation 
to us to be often, during the Courſe of 
our daily Buſineſs, lifting up our Hearts 
unto God in ſhort Ejaculations, to direct, 


ſanctiſy, and govern both our Hearts and 


Bodies in the Ways of his Laws, and in the 
Works of his Commanaments, according to 


the Words of an excellent Collect of our 


Church, 


TuE firſt ſhall be our taking Care to 


ſupply our Bodies with ſuch proper Suſte- 
nance as may enable them to undergo the 
Fatigue of our daily Buſineſs, 

T'H1s is a Point which calls for our 


particular Regard, ſince it is moſt demon- 


ſtrably certain, that too meagre or too in- 
ſipid a Diet may very greatly indiſpoſe us 
for the diſcharging our Duty towards God 
and Man, as well as too rich or too 
poignant a Courſe of eating: For as it is 
an acknowledged Truth that there muſt 
be a certain proper Proportion of Salts in 

our 


* 
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our Habit to keep it up to its due Tone, 
it neceſſarily follows, that the having too 
few as well as having too many Salts in 


our Bodies, muſt occaſion their Diſorder, 
In like Manner too great an Emptineſs, as 
well as too great a Fulneſs, will diſturb 


our Heads by Wind and Vapours, and 
give ſuch an irregular Motion to the ani- 
mal Spirits as muſt greatly incapacitate us 


for the free and true Uſe of our Under- 


ſtandings. 
As I ſpeak from my own repeated Ex- 
perience, who have myſelf more than once 


plit againſt thoſe very Rocks which I am 


now warning you toavoid, I hope my Ad- 
vice may have the greater Weight with 


you in a Particular, which hath more In- 


fluence on our Religion than many Peo- 
ple imagine ; for we muſt not expect that 
God ſhould be perpetually working Mira- 
cles in our Favour; all we can reaſonably 


deſire is, that he ſhould bleſs us with the 


Opportunities of knowing, the Wiſdom 


of chuſing, and the Power of practiſing 


the beſt natural Means of preſerving our 
Bodies moſt fit for his Service, : 


Bur 
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Bur as Drink as well as Meat muſt be 
a Part of our Suſtenance, it may be pro- 


per to remind you, that tho' Water is 


moſt commonly the beſt as well as the 
moſt natural Digeſter of our Food, yet 
in ſome Conſtitutions, a too conſtant, or 


a too plentiful Uſe of it, may too much 


moiſten and relax the Fibres, as well as 
the too plentiful Uſe of ſpirituous Liquors 
may too much dry and conſtringe them : 
The firſt may make the Blood too thin 


and too poor, as much as the laſt may 


make it too thick and inflammatory. 

Wr think you muſt allow what hath 
been ſaid to be agreeable to right Reaſon, 
and we are ſure 1t 1s no leſs confonant to 
Scripture; for even in the Ara of Miracles, 


when the Apoſtles had the frequent Power 
of over-ruling the ordinary Courſe of Na- 


ture, and every Believer was expreſsly aſ- 


29 


ſured, that if they happened 70 drink any Mark xvj. 


deadly Thing, it ſhould not hurt them: Vet 8 


we find St. Pau! enjoining Timothy to 
drink no longer Water, but to uſe a little 


Wine, for his Stomach's Sake, and his frees; 1 Tim. v. 


quent Infirmities. 
| I AM 
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I a M no Ways inclinable to think, but 


that the ſame protecting Arm of Provi- 
dence, which was the Defence of the 


firſt Chriſtians in the Times of the 
Apoſtles, has ever been, and ever will be 
extended to all their Succeſſors in eve- 
ry Age, who approve themſelves as 
faithful and diligent in the walking in 
the Ways of God's Commandments, - 
For we may obſerve our Saviour expreſs- 
Matthew ly pronouncing, and lo I am with you al- 


vii. 20. ways, even unto the End of the World. 
Acts ii. 39. And St. Peter has declared, that the Pro- 
miſe was not only to them and to their Chil- 


dren, but to all that are afar off, even as 


many as the Lord our God ſhall call. 
But then we may moſt juſtly aſſert, that 
the Belief of this watchful Eye of Pro- 
Mat.xi.2o. vidence, which numbers even the Hairs 


, our Heads, ought by no Means to ſu- 


perſede our own particular Care and 
Prudence, as he who hath ordered all 


wid. xi. Things in Meaſure, and Number, and 
20 Weight, will never alter his ſtated Me- 
thod of proceeding in the Government 


of the natural World, but when either 


the Malice of wicked Men, or the par- 
_ ticular 
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ticular Circumſtance or Exigence of 
Things, require him to act in an extra- 
ordinary Manner for our Preſervation. 

Well, therefore, hath the following 
golden Rule been recommended to every 
true Believer, * to uſe the Means, as if 
« there was no Providence, and to rely 
e on Providence as if there were no 
« Means,” | | | 
 THoven we have run this Head al- 
ready to a great length; yet, as it is a 
Point, which your Friend deſired might 
be fully handled, we mutt here give ſome 
particular Reaſons why it muſt be very 
improper for you, to attempt practiſing 
the Auſterities of any of thoſe Monkiſh 
Aſcetics, which we formerly cautioned 
you to beware of. | 
IT was before hinted, that many of 
them, had imbibed a ſtrong Tincture of 
that falſe Spirit, which makes Reli- 
= gion conſiſt, in ab/laining from Meats, 1 Tim. iv. 
= which God hath created to be receiu- 5 
ed with Thankſgiving, of them which 
believe and know the Truth, We ſhall 
now add, that a Dict, which might ful- 
5 | ly 


CEE IE 1 1 
n 0 — 2 — * *. 
. ge 3 n Y r 

> ON: 4 WO SER 2 7 ONES WV"; w * 

Dr 5 wes 5 13 

FE 2 - ä Ao 

a pa 5 \ 5 : o J , 1 oo * N 

N Y 0 


2 


3 8 

Ry: 1 2 

TE oe > Os,” Ne 

r Ve 
2 RA N 

: » n 


2 


88 
N UE 
gp LIE 
x e 
ETD 
8 


32 


Acts. x. 


LETTERS ON 
ly anſwer all the Neceſſities of the Body, 


in thoſe warm and dry Countries, where 


theſe Religions were chiefly ſettled, would 


be no Ways ſufficient for us, whoare expo= 
ſed to the Moiſture of an Iſland, and the 


Coldneſs of a northern Climate. Nor mult 


we omit to remark, that not only a diffe- 
rent Conſtitution, but alſo a different Way 
of Lite may require almoſt as great Al- 


teration in our Diet, as a different Cli- 


mate: For it is demonſtrable, that if the 
ſame Perſon, in the very ſame Air, 
ſhould, for the Space of one Month, 
confine himſelf to a ſedentary contempla- 
tive Life, like a Monk in his Cell, or 


an Hermit in his Cave; and for another 


Month employ himſelf in going about 
and doing good, like his Lord and Maſter, 
not only the great 'Keeneſs of his Appe- 


tite, but the Increaſe of his natural Di- 
geſtions, would require at leaſt double 
the Supplies of Food in the laſt — 


as was wanted in the firſt. 
LET us now proceed from our Diet to our 


Recreations; for theſe are as neceſſary for 


the Relaxation of the Mind, as the former 
i8, 
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is, for the ſupporting of our Bodies: Let 
me therefore preſs you to be particularly 
careful to allow yourſelf a proper Share 


of them; not only as a Matter of Pru- 


dence, but, I think I may be alſo al- 
lowed to add, as a Matter of Conſcience : 
For our Adverfary the Devil, (who, as a 


roaring Lion, walketh about, ſeeking whom 


he may devour ) may perhaps almoſt as fatal- 


ly and as effectually deſtroy us, by perſuad- 


ing us to act, as if we were all Spirit; as 
he would do by ſeducing us to live, as 
if we conſiſted of nothing but Body. 
At leaſt it muſt be granted, that the 
proceeding, as if we thought the t Sup- 


poſition to be true, 1s as abſurd, and as 


contradictory to right Reaſon, as if we 
were governed by the later. 


By the Account I have received of 
you from your Friend, I am very cer- 
tain there is no Manner of Danger of 
your falling into the laſt Extreme; but, 
I find, he hath many anxious Fears of 
your running into the firſt: Let me 
therefore remind you, that the follow- 


* Text of the Prophet may be of no 
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little Uſe to us in this, as well as when : 


it is interpreted in a higher Senſe, He 


that believeth, ſhall nof make haſte. For 


if, from a miſtaken Notion that we 
ſhall get the ſooner to the Prize of our 


high Calling in Chriſt Jeſus, we puſh 


forward in too great a Hurry, and make 
too much Uſe of the Whip and the Spur; 
we ſhall not only be in imminent Danger of 
miſtaking our Road, but ſhall alſo moſt 


certainly find our Body jaded, and tiring 


under us; and ſhall be forced either 
to ſtand quite ſtill, and that perhaps too 
for a great while; or at beſt be able for 
ſome Time to walk only a Foot-pace, 
By this Means we ſhall, by over-eagerly 
attempting 70 make baſte, ride much leſs 
Ground, than we might have done, in 


the ſame Space of Time, had we diſ- 


cretely kept traveiling on at a moderate, 


even Rate, 

In the Uſe of bodily Exerciſe we 
ſhould obſerve, that though violent Mo- 
tion may be wholefome, and even ne- 


ceflary to ſome Conſtitutions, in order to 

throw oft their Superfluitics, when uſed 

on an empty Stomach ; yet upon a full 
one, 
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one; it muſt always be hurtful to us; by 


puſhing on the Digeſtions too faſt. And 


as it commonly brings a Family together, 
Tet me remind you, that after your Din- 


ner alſo, is a moſt proper Time for a 
little innocent Converſation ; nor would 
I have you think, that this laſt Obſer- 
vation is a Matter of a trivial Conſe- 
quence. | | 
Fok if a Perſon, who is not of a 


much ſtronger Conſtitution than yourſelf, 


often draws up his animal Spirits into 
his Head, by an Application of his Mind 
to any thing that requires intenſe think- 
ing, too ſoon after Dinner, when the 
Stomach requires their Aſſiſtance for the 
carrying on its Digeſtions; he may be 
aſſured, it will not be long before he 
will find himſelf quite oppreſſed with 


Crudities, and almoſt wholly deprived of 


the clear and free Uſe of his intellectual 
Faculties. 

As our Conſtitutions are not only 
widely different, but often alter fo very 
ſuddenly, that what is proper for the 


_ lame Perſon one Day, may be very im- 


D2 proper 
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proper for him the next ; inſtead of laying 
down more Rules, I ſhall endeavour to 
give you ſuch of the animal Oeconomy, 


with reſpect to the Operations of our 


Minds, as may enable you to adjuſt your 
bodily Exerciſes, or mental Diverſions 


in ſuch a Manner as may be moſt for 
your ſpiritual Advantage. 


IN order to this let us obſerve, that 


whilſt we are linked to theſe earthly Ta- 


bernacles, it is neceſſary that our animal 
Spirits ſhould be puſhed forward into the 
Brain, with a due Degree of Strength 
and Celerity, to enable us to exert the 
Faculties of our Imagination, our Inven- 
tion, our Memory, and our Judgment, 
in full Perfection. 

IF the Circulation exceeds the proper 
Medium, our Imagination begins to get 
too much the upper Hand of our Judg- 
ment; and if it ſtill Keeps on increaſing 
to a farther Degree, we are at laſt quite 


_ deprived of the right Uſe of our Reaſon, 


If, on the contrary, it ſinks too low, our 


Imagination grows lifeleſs, our Invention 


dull, our Memory ſhort, and our Judg- 
ment weak and wavering. 
1 Don 
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OuR Paſſions naturally vary with the 
other Faculties of our Minds; either they 
ſwell into a Storm, or ſink into a Calm; and 
as our Habit of Body alters to an Exceſs 
either Way, we are laid open to unrea- 
ſonable Hopes, or to as unreaſonable 
Fears, &c. In ſhort, during our having 
a too ſtrong Flow of Spirits, we are liable 
to all the Errors and Miſchiefs that be- 
ſet, what we call, a ſanguine or choleric 
Complexion; and when their Motion 
verges towards the other Extreme, we are 
expoſed to all the Inconveniences that 
may ariſe from a melancholy or phelg- 
matic Conſtitution. 

FROM the foregoing View of Things, 
you will eaſily collect, that when our 
Spirits move too heavily, we ſhould en- 
deavour to quicken them by briſk bodily 
Motion, and chearful, as well as inno- 
cent Converſation. If we find them in- 
clinable to be too volatile, or furious, we 
ſhould uſe no Exerciſe but what is very 
gentle, get into cool Air as much as poſ- 
fible, and endeavour to let nothing but 
what is ſerious, or at leaſt ſolid, be the 
Subject of our Thoughts or Diſcourſe. 

D 3 WE 
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if We muſt not omit this Opportunity, 
þ of conjuring you to fix it ſtrongly in your 
Remembrance, that indiſcreet or immo- 
derate Faſting, will occaſion ſuch an ir- 
regular Motion of the animal Spirits, as 
muſt greatly diſorder the Qperations of 
our Minds. Nor muſt we forget to re- 
mind you, that oyer intenſe, or too long 
continued Acts of Devotion will natu- 
rally force the Blood into ſuch a violent 
Circulation, as muſt wholly depriye us of 
the ſober Uſe of our Underſtandings : A 
Situation, in which we ſhall be as incapa- 
ble of offering up to God a reaſonable 
Service, as if our Heads were actually 
intoxicated with ſtrong Liquors. 
T noPE this laſt Part of my Diſcourſe 
will not lead you to think, I am giving the 
Sceptic, or Infidel, an Handle to attack 
Lt Chriſtianity in its moſt vital Part: I can 
F moſt truly affure you, that I acknowledge 


the Operations of the Holy Spirit in their 

{18 full Extent; nor ought my Orthodoxy, as - 
['S to that Particular, to be in the leaſt ſuſpect- 
ed for any Thing which I have advanced. 
For no Man can think, that our adviſing 

Jer. iy. 3. an Huſbandman to 5 eak up his fallow 

Ground, 
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| Ground, and to keep a watchful Eye o- 
ver it, leſt it ſhould be over-run with 
Thorns or Thiſtles, can give him any 
Room to imagine, that we thought his 
Field ſhould produce a good Crop of 
Wheat, without having the Seed ſown 
in it, and its being watered with the 
Rain and Dews from Heaven, to fructi- 
fy it. Indeed no one but a rank Enthu- 
fiaſt, whoſe diſtempered Brain hath made 
him liable to be cheated by the groſſeſt Im- 
poſitions of that fallen Spirit, who is he John viii. 
Father of Lyes, can accuſe a Perſon of ** 
Infidelity, for diſcreetly endeavouring to 
keep his Body in ſuch Order as may 
enable him to have the natural Uſe of all 
his ſeveral Faculties in the greateſt Perfec- 
tion, and alſo may render him the fitter 
Subject for the Operations of our divine 
Guide, the Spirit of Truth. * *r 
Ir may be now high Time to come p 
co a Concluſion of this very long Letter: 
But I muſt ſtill beg your Leave to add a 
few Lines to it, in my own Behalf. Let 
me therefore deſire you to conſider, 
that the offering to give Advice to another, 
D 4 does 
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does by no means infer a laying Claim to a 
Superiority, either in Underſtanding, or 

Virtue; for the Head (though it is con- 
feſſedly the nobleſt Part of our elemen- 
tary Structure) may, as St. Paul obſerves, 

1 Cor. xil. ſometimes //and in need of the Feet, the 

% moſt inferior Part of the whole Body. 
I flatter myſelf, you will take what TI 
have now wrote, in the Manner it was 
intended, and believe me, though wholly 
unknown to you, yet to be, as a Fellow 


8 


MA DAM, 


Yours, &c. 


LE T- 
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LEER If 
MAD an, 
T may be very eaſily believed, that 
1 it gave me no little Satisfaction, 
when my Friend informed me, that 
my former Letter to you, had produced 


all the happy Effects which he could 
deſire. 


THe pleaſing Conſciouſneſs of the Good 


which hath been done you by my /#ir/# 
Letter, engages me to undertake the 
writing of a ſecond to you, without the 
leaſt Degree of Reluctance. Nor ſhall I 
{cruple to declare, that I ſhall draw up 
this with a Deſign of making it of Ser- 
vice to others, as well as to yourſelf, 
Nay I ſhall freely acknowledge, that 


J have long had an Intention of writing 


ſomething that might be of general Uſe 
to Mankind, in promoting their Intereſt 


4K 
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in that Particular which is of the ut- 
moſt Importance to them. For as J 


have, during the Space of almoſt thirty 
Years laſt paſt, frequently withdrawn 


myſelf for a conſiderable Time, and that 
too, perhaps, ſometimes pretty abruptly, 


from the more public and active Scenes 
of Life; I could no ways juſtify my in- 
dulging myſelf in this Retirement, when 
I conſidered myſelf as a Member 'of So- 
ciety, but by endeavouring to make my 
many ſtolen Hours of Study and Medi- 
tation, of public Service to the World. | 

In Purſuance of this Deſign, I ſhall 


deſire your Permiſſion, that, as towards 
the Cloſe of my former Letter I endea- 


voured to ſecure you from à religious 
Enthujiaſm, J may now, in the Beginning 
of this, turn my Thoughts to recover 
ſome of the Thouſands and Ten Thou- 


ſands out of a worldly Delirium, who 


are daily amuſing themſelves with a Sort 
of waking Dreams, to the full as dle 
and fantaſtical, and by far more crimi- 
nal than the former. 


It any of theſe miſtaken Men will but 


give themſelves Time to hin cooly and 


deli- 
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deliberately, there are none of them who 
can exert this glorious Faculty of the 
Mind in any tolerable Degree, but muſt 
admit, that the Deſcription in your for- 
mer Letter, of the Manner of the Ope- 
ration of our intellectual F aculties, is juſt 
and true. 

May we not therefore appeal to them- 
ſelves, whether a Man, who perpetually 


keeps his Head heated with ſtrong Li- 


quors, muſt not be in every Reſpect as 
incapable of forming a ſound and right 
Judgment of Things, as the Perſon who 


hath forced his Spirits into the moſt vio- 
lent Circulation by his miſtaken Fits of 


Devotion? Nay, muſt they not allow, 
that there is this manifeſt Diſadvantage 


on the Side of the former, v:z. that he 


is doing what is apparently and confeſſed- 
ly Evil; whereas the latter is purſuing 
what he really, though miſtakenly, ima- 
gines to be good? | 

BuT whilſt we are applying ourſelves 
to the jovial, we mult not forget the 


gay Part of Mankind. 


WHEN we conſider the Perſons, who, 
accarding to the Deſcription of a late 
ele- 


43 


* 4 % 
[gs * * 4 


1 
— — . 


; 
1 
4 
} 
7. 
* 
. 
+. 
174 
7 
. 
4 
. 
4 
* 
2 . 
#2 5 
* 
33 
* + 
- * 
. 
* . 
© 
1 
Bi 
2 
7 
* 41 
* 
* 
WO 4 
1 14 
Ws. 
" 4 
1 
1 
q * 
a 
5 
: ry 
2 
17 
Fx 
= 
78 
1 
2 
* 
1 
3 
4 
. 


44 LETTERS ON 
| elegant Preacher, ro/l on in a Circle of 
vain empty Pleaſures, and are delivered 
over continually from one flight Amuſement 
ro another; ever ſeemingly very buſy, and 
ever really very idle *, may we not ſay of 
theſe Men alſo, that they are as incapable 
of forming a ww:fe, or a juſt, as they are 
unwilling to entertain a good or a religious 
Thought? For will not the turning 
Night into Day, and fo depriving them- 
ſelves of that natural Reſt, which cools 
the Brain and tempers the Blood ; or the 
riding Poſt from one Pleaſure to another, 
and fo keeping their Spirits in a perpe- 
tual Gallop, put the Machine into ſuch 
a Flutter, as muſt quite incapacitate it, 
from moving in a true and regular 
Manner? 

Ir is as demonſtrable alſo, that the 
buſy and aſpiring Part of Mankind have 
often their animal Spirits ſo ſtrongly agi- 
tated by their Avarice or Ambition; that 
they are, for the Time, as abſolutely 
diſpoſſeſſed of the calm and true Uſe of 
their Reaſon as if they were made light- 


2 Atterbury's Sermon on Religious Retirement. 


headed 
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actual Delirium. 
TuzsE Men, however ſuccefifal they 


may have been in their ſeveral Purſuits, 
muſt in the Eye of impartial Truth be 


conſidered as wretched, and miſerable, and * away iii. 


poor, and blind, and naked: Vet it is to be 
feared, that they are, for the Generality, 
ſuch a Sett of ſelf-conceited, ſelf- ſuffi- 


cient Perſons, that, in Spite of Reaſon as 


well as Scripture, they will ſay with the 
Angel of the Church of Laodicca, above 
truly deſcribed, I am rich, and increaſed 


with Goods, and have need of nothing; and 


therefore there will be little Hopes of en- 
aging any conſiderable Number of them 
to take the following Advice of him who 


headed by a Fever, or laboured under an 


45 


lays of himſelf, I am the Firſt and the Rev. i. 7, 


Laſt : I am he that liveth and was dead : 2 


And behold JI am alive for evermore, and 
have the Keys of Hell and of Death. I 


counſel thee to buy of me Gold tried in the Rev. iii, 


Fire, that thou mayeſt be rich; and white 


: Rayment, that thou mayeſt be chtbed, and 


that the Shame of thy Nakeaneſs do not ap- 
pear ; and anoint thine Eyes with Eye- 
ſalve, that thou mayeſt ſee, To ſuch there- 

fore 
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fore amongſt theſe unhappy Men, who, 


Suſa.y 52. like the Elders in Suſanna, are waxen old 


2. 


Mat. vi. 
23. 


Ia. xliv. 


20. 


in Wickedneſs, and, according to St. Paul's 

1 Tim. iv. Expreſſion, have their Conſcience ſeared 
dDoith an bot Iron, I am afraid we can 
only apply the Words of our Saviour, / 


thine Eye be evil, thy whole Body ſhall be 


Full of Darkneſs : If therefore Ne Light 
that is in thee be Darkneſs, how great is 


that Darkneſs! And indeed may we not 
ſay of them, as the Fſalmiſi does of thoſe 
vain Idols of Silver and Gold which they 


. worſhip, Eyes have they, and ſee not; 


they have Ears, and hear not: Tor a 4. 
ceived Heart hath turned them aſide, that 
they cannot deliver their Soul, nor jay, 1s 


there not a Lie in my right Hand? A 


Lie indeed ! as Riches or Power, in the 


Hands of thoſe to whom God hath not 


Iſa. xliv. 
10. 


given an Heart to make the right Uſe of 


them, are not only, like the graven Image, 
deſcribed by the Prophet, profitable for 


nothing, but prove always a moſt fatal 
Snare to themſelves, and commonly an 


extenſive Miſchief to others. 


Bur tho' there may be little Hopes of 


doing much Good amongſt this Race of 


4 callous, 
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callous, deſigning, high-minded Men, 
yet we may have a Proſpect of a more 
plentiful Harveſt amongſt the Men of 
| Pleaſure, who are commonly a Sett of 
more open-hearted, good-natured, tracta- 
ble People. On theſe therefore let us call, 
to awake from their Sleep, and ariſe from Eph. v. 
the Dead, that Chriſt may give them 14. 
Light; and invite them with no little 
Earneſtneſs, to quit the Paths of Vice and 
Folly, and embrace that Heaven- born 
Wiſdom, who hath Length of Doys inPro. iii. 
ber right Hand, and in her left Hand — 
Riches and Honour, whoſe Ways are Ways 
of Pleaſantneſs, and all her Paths are 
Peace : Nor let them be diſcouraged, ei- 
ther by the Greatneſs of their Sins, or 
the Prevalency of their evil Habits, from 
making a generous Effort to be delivered 
from the Bondage of Corruption, into the Rom. viii 
glorious Liberty of the Children of God, 2 

Tun Chriſtian Religion is a Covenant 
of Mercy; and every repenting Sinner, 
who flies to Jeſus Chriſt for Succour, will 
moſt aſſuredly find, that he is able to 
fave to the uttermoſt, all that come unto > vil 
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God by him, ſeeing he ever liveth to make 


Interceſſion for them. 
Mate. zi LET him then that /abours, and is 
28. heavy laden, come unto him, and he will 


give him Reſt ; ; Reſt, not only from the 


Rom. v. Gulf, but from the Power of Sin. For if 
when we were Enemies, we were reconciled 


10. 


to God by the Death of his Son, much more, 
being reconciled, we ſhall be Joes by Bis 
Life. 


Ir ſhall be acknowledged, that Cuſtom 


is a ſecond Nature, and that it may be 
even as difficult for ſome habitual Sinners 


Mate. xix. to forſake their Sins, as it would be for a 


24 Camel (or Cable) to go through the Eye of 


a Needle. But then let us remember, that 
Matt. xix. tho" 20% Men this is impoſſible, yet with 


20. God all Things are poſſible, Our bleſſed 


Rom. iv. Saviour was not only delivered for our Of- 


25- fences, but was raiſed again for our Fu- 
Pial. viii. //zicatzon, And on his going up on high, 
25 led Captivity captive, and received Gifts 


for Men; yea, even for his Enemies, that 


the Lord God m1 gr dwell among them, 


Nor are there wanting Perſons who can 


at this very Inſtant experimentally de- 


h Iii. clare, that he uh cometh from Edom, with 


dyed 
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dyed Garments from Bozrah, that is glo- 
rious in his Apparel, travelling in the 
. Greatneſs of his Strength, he that ſpeaketh 
in Righteouſneſs, mighty to ſave, hath ful- 
filled the gracious Words of his evangeli- 
cal Prophet, in their higheſt and moſt 
extenſive Senſe, by binding up the broken Iſa, il. l. 
hearted, and proclaiming Liberty to the 
Captives, and the opening of the Priſon to 
them that are bound. For tho', according 
to the emphatical Expreſſion of one of 
the daily Collects of our Church, they 
have found themſelves tied and bound 5 exxi. 
with the Chain of their Sins, yet, upon their 
lifting up their Eyes unto. the Hills, from 
obence cometh our Help, they have joy- 
fully found the gracious Aid of that al- 
mighty Power, which can break the Gates Pi. cvii. 
of Braſs, and ſinite the Bars of Iron in 1 
ſunder. 

As I am now no longer to conſider my 
former Letter as a Matter of private Uſe 
to yourſelf, but as an Addreſs to the Pub- 
lic, it may be highly neceſſary to take 
Care, that thoſe particular Paſſages in it, 
which were deſigned to prevent your 
dealing too hardly with yourſelf, may not 
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1 Tim. iv. 


8. 
1 Cor. ix. 
25. 


1 Cor. ix. 


27. 
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be perverted by ſome of a more ſenſual 


Turn, to juſtify their Self-Indulgence. 
Let it therefore be obſerved, that the very 


fame Apoſtle, who declares, that bod?- 


ly Exerciſe profiteth little, and that the 
Kingdom of God is not Meat and Drink, 
but Righteouſneſs, and Peace, and Foy in 
the Holy Gh, hath alſo told us, that 
he that "Ari veth for the Maſtery is tempe- 
rate in all Things ; and that he himſelf 
kept under his Body, and brought it into 
Subjection; leſt that by any Means, when 
he had preached to others, he himſelf ſhould 
be a Caff-away. And if this great Apoſtle 
thought not only Temperance, but Mor- 
tification, neceffary to ſecure his Salvation, 
ſurely we, who have a far leſs Meaſure 


of the Holy Spirit, ought not to think 
ourſelves too wiſe, or too good, to have 


Occaſion to make uſe of it. 
As not only in the above Quotations, 


which I have ſo lately made; but alſo 


in many other Caſes, we may find one 
Part of Scripture which ſeems to con- 
tradict another, it may not be unprofitable 


to beſtow ſome little Time in endeavouring 


to prevent unlearned and unſtable Men 


from 
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from wreſtling (as we are told by St. Perer: 2 Pet. iii. 
they too often do) the Scriptures unto their 
own Deſtruction. Ps 
In order to this, let us firſt obſerve, 
that it is not ſome few particular Texts, 
but our whole Bible, that is to be our 
Guide in Religion, 
How trite ſoever this Remark may 
ſeem to be, it is notoriouſly evident, that 
almoſt all the Hereſies and Schiſms, which 
have diſturbed the Church, have ariſen 
from the Pride of high-minded and 
unſtable, tho' often not unlearned Men, 
who neglect to pay a due Regard to it. 
Ir a Moraliſt, of a warm and ſeltf- ſuf- 
ficient Temper, hath fixed his Eye upon 
the following Text of Scripture, Turn ye, Bzekiel 
turn ye, from your evil Ways; for why i. te 
will ye die, O Houſe of Tjrael? he ſhall 
immediately build ſuch Doctrines on it 
about Man's Free-will, as ſhall wholly 
vacate the Doctrine of God's Grace, tho 
inculcated in the fulleſt and plaineſt Man- 
ner, by numberleſs Texts in other Parts 
of the Scripture. 
N the contrary, a deluded Enthuſiaſt, 
by the Means of ſuch like Texts as the 
_ Wu follow- 
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following Paſſages in the eighty fifth 

Pla. lxxxv. Pſalm, Turn us then, O God our Saviour: 

4—0% And let thine Anger ceaſe from us. Wilt 

thou not turn again and quicken us ; that 

thy People may rejoice in thee ? ſhall run 

into ſuch abſurd Notions, as ſhall abſo- 

lutely contradict all the moral Precepts of 

the Goſpel, and attribute fo much to 

God's Free-Grace, as ſhall entirely take 

away Man's Free-MWill. | 

WueREas, if. the foregoing Perſons 

had remember'd that they ought to pay 

an equal Deference to every Text of 

Scripture, and not interpret any one Part 

of it ſo as to make it claſh with another, 

they might have obſerved the Direction 

of their bleſſed Lord and Maſter, and 

Matt, xxii. rendered unto Ceſar, the Things which are 

my Cæſar's; and unto God, the Things that 

are God's ; by hitting upon the golden 
Mean, contained in the following Collect 
1 at the Cloſe of our Communion Service, | 
which that excellent Author, whom 1 
* mentioned in my former Letter, hath 
commended to every Reader's or Teacher's ; 

Meditation, and which hath indeed laid 
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down the proper Medium between the 
Quietiſt and Moraliſt. 

e PREVENT us, O Lord, in all our 
« Doings with thy moſt gracious Favour, 
and further us with thy continual Help, 
< that in all our Works, begun, con- 


e tinued, and ended in thee, we may 


<« glorify thy holy Name, and finally 
* by thy Mercy obtain everlaſting Life, 


* through Feſus Cbriſt our Lord &.“ 


Wi are here naturally lead to point 
out one excellent Rule, whereby we may 
try the Spirit that moves us, whether it 


be of God: If, when we are running into 


any faulty Extreme, it brings to our Re- 
membrance ſome Text of a different Na- 
ture, to which before we had not ſuffi- 
ciently attended, and ſo fulfils that gra- 


cious Promiſe in Jaiab, Thine Ear ſball u. 21. 
Lear a Word behind thee, ſaying, This is 


the Way, walk ye in it; when ye turn to 
the Right Hand, and when ye turn to the 
Left; we may be joytully aſſured, that we 
are under the happy Influence ef that 


ſanctifying Spirit, whom our Lord and 


® Sec Dr. 7 5 Works, Vol. iii. p. 130. 


John xiv. 


206. 


E 3 ' Saviour 
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54 LETTERS © N 
Joinxvi. Saviour promiſed to ſend to guide us inte 
9 
all Truth. 
BuT when, on the contrary, we ob- 
ſerve, it puſhing us on impetuouſly in a 
Road, in which we were perhaps before 
but too cager to travel; it is highly ne- 
ceſſary for us to make a Stand; and be 
1 Tim. iv. Upon our Guard againſt giving Heed 70 
le ſeqgucing Spirits; even though the doing 
Good, or being religious, be the Matter 
in Hand; as remembring that we are 
warned by St. Paul, that Satan may 
2 Cor. a. Transform himfeif into on Angel of Light. 
* M former Letter to you being now 
| deſigred for the Prets; it may be proper 
to make ſeveral Additions to what was 
ſaid in it on the Head of Prayer, with 
which J intend to cloſe my preſent Ad- 
dreſs to you. 
Id my former Conſideration of that 
Subject, I confined myſelf chietly to that 
© particular Branch of it which is to be 
S | tranſacted betwixt God and ourſelves 1 in 
"8 private, 
Wirn this therefore let us s begin. 
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RELIGION, 


IT is as impoſſible to lay down any 


general Rules, that may equally fit all Per- 
lons, for the Performance of this Duty, 
which is one of the moſt vital and eſſen- 


tial Parts of Religion, as it would be to 
preſcribe a Diet that ſhould be equally 
fit for Perſons of every Age and every 


Conſtitution. 
LET it then be obſerved, that ſome 
Perſons, who are not yet arrived to the 


Happineſs of having /ef their Agfections on Col. iii. 2. 


Things above, may often, and eſpecially 
when they have been more than ordina- 
rily engaged in worldly Pleaſures, or Bu- 
ſineſs, find themſelves obliged to ſpend 
as much Time in bringing their diſtract- 
ed Minds into a proper Frame for Prayer, 


as others, of a more heavenly Temper, 


may want for the whole Performance of 
their Devotions. 
I is certain alſo, that as, according to the 


Royal Preacher, there is a Time to weep, and Eccl. ii. 4. 


a Time to laugh; a Time to mourn, and a 
Time to dance, fo there may be certain Sea- 
ſons, when, either from the general State of 

E 4 Affairs 
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Affairs in the Church, or from our own - 
particular Circumſtances, we may, in a 
ſtricter Senſe than uſual, be engaged to 
ef v. follow St. Paul's Direction to the Theſſa- 
15. fomians, Pray without ceaſing, Nor 
ſhall it be denied, that the Holy Spirit, 
r Cor. xii. aich divideth to every one ſeverally as 
he will, may upon ſome particular Per- 
ſons pour a more abundant Meaſure of 
the Spirit of Grace and of Supplications ; 
and ſet them, like Jſaiab's Watchmen, on 
e be Walls of Ferufalem, which ſhall not 
bold their Peace Day nor Night; and 
give him no Reſt, till he eſtabliſb, and till he 
make Feruſalem a Praiſe in the Earth. 
Bur then let it be remembred, that 
it would be as prepoſterous for theſe 
Perſons to be calling upon all other 
Chriſtians to imitate them, as it would 
be to want to have the Body all Tongue, 
x Cor xii, when the Eye, the Hand, and the 


ech. xii. 
10. 


"O'S * Feet, are all as neceſſary and uſeful Parts 
* of it. Nor ſhould they fail to have the 
1 following Exhortation of the Apoſtle 
bo often in their Thoughts. T ſay through 


'L'S Rom. xii, The Grace given unto me, to every Man 
as 3. that 


RELIGION. 
that is among you, not to think (of himſelf) 
more highly than he ought to think, but to 
think ſoberly, according as God hath dealt 
o every Man the Meaſure of Faith, It 
may likewiſe here be no means improper, 
to remind ſeveral other Chriſtians to take 
Care, that no one of them be puffed up for 1 Cor. iv; 
one againſt another; and eſpecially to be © 
particularly upon their guard againſt cen- 
ſuring Perſons as being carnal and world- 
H- minded, who perhaps may be the hap- 
py Inſtruments, in the Hand of God, of 
bringing about thoſe glorious Events, 
for the coming of which many, who may 
be eſteemed much more religzoully: diſ- 
poſed, are only praying. 
 THovGn you yourſelf had ſo juſt a 
Senſe of the Excellency and Uſefulneſs of 
the ſtated Service of our Church, that 
there was Occaſion to ſay, but very lit- 
tle to you about public Prayer, yet now 
that this may come into other Hands, who 
may have a different Way of thinking 
from yourſelf, it may be very proper to 
{peak more largely upon that Head. 
| TRE 
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Tre Arguments, which were made 
[ _ Uſe of in the former Letter, againſt the 
"3 extemporary Preaching of the Methodiſts, 
3 may not only be urged, with equal Force, 
againſt all extemporary Prayer whatever 
in the publick Service of God; but there 
are alſo ſeveral others of no little 
Weight, to be offered, which have a pe- 
culiar Reſpect to the latter. 
» Aswe are not to place an implicite Faith 
3s in any Thing but our Bible; whenever 
IN the Miniſter of a Congregation puts up any 
43 Prayers or Supplications which are new and 
155 unknown, every conſiderate and intelligent 
on | Perſon who is preſent muſt neceſſarily, firſt, 
examine into the Fitneſs of the Matter, 
and the Propriety of the Expreſſion of 
thoſe Prayers and Supplications, before 
he can heartily and unconſtrainedly join 
with the ſaid Miniſter in them. If it 
ſhould therefore be granted, that the No- 
velty of the Performance may increaſe 
our · Attention, or even give us a Plea- 
ſure, which we ſhould not have found in 
a ſtated Form of Words, to which we 


were conſtantly accuſtomed; yet at the 
ſame 
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RELIGION. 


ſame Time it muſt be allowed, that 
it muſt unavoidably hinder and diſtract 
our Devotion; which is certainly by far 
the moſt material Point to be conſidered 


in our Attendance on the Service of God. 
We may alſo further obſerve, that when 
the Miniſter prays in an extemporary 
Manner, his Auditors muſt not only be 


embarraſſed with the Trouble of watch- 


ing the Method of his Performance, but 
may ſometimes alſo, in Spight of all their 


Care, find themſelves making, as it were, 
a Blow in the Air, and be obliged to 


ſtop their Thoughts ſhort in their full 
Career, by having him turn to ſomething 
which they did not expect, inſtead of 
going on after the Manner in which they 


apprehended that he would have proceeded. 


TE Attendants on the Liturgy of our 


Church, are confeſſedly free from all the 


forementioned Inconveniences. For when- 


ever they enter into the Houſe of God, 
they have no one thing whatſoever to do, 
but to join in every Part of the Service, 


as it is preſented to them; and pray to 


God, as they are commanded to love 


him, 276 all their Heart, with all their Deut. vi. 5. 


Soul, 
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60 LETTERVN ON 

Saul, and with all their Might, Nor is 
it an Advantage to be overlooked, that 
when, either from the low or imperfect 
Pronunciation of the Miniſter, the Di- 
ſtance of a Place, or ſome Deficiency in 

the natural Senſe of Hearing, a Perſon 
can only now and then catch a few 
Words of what is ſaid in the Church; 
yet he may nevertheleſs, by the Help of 
his Book, or even of his Memory, join 

in the ſeveral Prayers, without loſing any 


Part of them. 
As we are told by St. James, that 


lan ius cohoever ſhall keep the es Law, and Jes 


offend in one [Point] is guilty of all; it 
neceſſarily ſuggeſts to us, that true Chri- 
ſtianity doth not conſiſt in an eager or 
ſhining Exertion of this or that Grace, or 
Virtue, but in an equal and univerſal 
Practice of the whole Syſtem of Cbriſtian 
Duties. 

FRoM the foregoing juſt Repreſenta- 
tion of Religion may be drawn another 
very powerful Argument, in Favour of 
the Liturgy of the Church of England, 


when put in Competition with the ex- 
pon 


RELIGION. 
temporary Performances of thoſe who 


diſſent from it. 


Ir is notoriouſly evident, that the 
beſt and moſt perfect of us are naturally 
inclined to practiſe, if not to lay a great- 
er Streſs upon ſome particular Duties of 


Chriſtianity than others. When there- 


fore we form our Prayers from the 


preſent Suggeſtions of our Minds, we are 


neceſſarily liable to have ſome favourite 


Parts of Religion engroſs the greateſt 
Portion of our Devotions, whilſt others 


of equal Weight and Neceſſity may be 
but very ſlighly touched on, if not whol- 
ly omitted. Whereas every Attendant on 
the publick Service of our Church is 


ſucceſſively called upon to pay a due 


Attention to every thing that is to be 


believed, and every thing that is to be 
done by a Chriſtian. 


May we not therefore, without incur- 
curring the Cenſure of being prejudiced, 


or partial, remark, That the Diſſenters 


from us are not a little expoſed to the 


Dangers of becoming like a Tree, which, 


byhaving ſome particular Branches of it out- 
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iiun the reſt, and by that Means ſpending 
itſelf in what the Gardeners call Falſe 
Mood, bears but little, if any Fruit: 
Whilſt every Worſhipper of God by the 
Liturgy of the Church of England, if it is 
not notoriouſly his own Fault, is naturally 
lead into the Condition of a well-pruned 
Tree, where every Branch flouriſhes in 
equal Proportion to its Fellows, and the 
Whole is full of bearing Wood, which 
not only affords an agreeable View to the 
Eye, but promiſes Plenty of Fruit to its 
A 
Was an intelligent Chriſtian to read 
our Book of Common Prayer with an im- 
partial Eye, and ſtudy it in the ſame 
Manner as he would any other religious 
Treatiſe, he might perhaps find, chat it con- 
tains the beſt Body of Divinity that is ex- 
tant in any other Book, except the Bible: 
But as there are more thancould be wiſhed, 
who, though they may not be deſtitute of 
5 ſome real Sentiments of Virtue, yet have no 
"Is juſt Title to the Name of Chriſtians; 
N let us try if the Liturgy of our Church 
may not be ſet in ſuch a Light, as muſt 
convince 
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RELIGION. 
convince this Sort of Men, that they 
have been acting a wrong Part, in neg- 
lecting, or at leaſt too > lightly attending to, 
its Service. | 
Every ingenious Mind amongſt them 
cannot be void of this Conviction, when 
it is obſerved, as it may with ſtrict Juſ- 
tice, that the ſeveral Worſhippers of _ 
God, according to our Book of Common 
Prayer, do every Sunday Morning repeat | 
a much completer Syſtem of the divine, = 
the human, and the ſocial Duties, than | 
is to be met with in the celebrated Au- _ 
| thor of the Religion of Nature delineated, | | 
or in any of the ancient Philoſophers. To 
which it may be added, what is {till 
much more to the Purpoſe, that every 
true Chriſtian does not reſt in the bare 
Repetition of them; but, as they are ſuc- | 
ceſſively called up to his View, humbly | 
acknowledges, and ſincerely deplores eve- 
ry Deficiency which he finds in himſelf, 
and earneſtly beſeeches God, that through 2 pet. i. 3; 
the Knowledge of him, that hath called us + 
to Glory and Virtue, be may be a Par- 
taker * the divine Nature, having eſcaped 
the 
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the Corruption that is in the World through 
Ep. iv.13. Luft, and at laſt grow up unto a perfect 
Man, unto the Meaſure of the Stature of 

the Fulneſs of Chriſt, and happily fulfil 

that exalted Precept of his blefled Lord 
Nat. v. 48. and Saviour, Be ye perfect, even as your | 
Father which is in Heaven is perfect. 
IT hath been made an Objection to 

the Service of our Church by ſome Men, 
That the Prayers i in it are ſo conciſe, and 
framed in ſuch general Words, that 
they ſeem but ill calculated to ſtir up the 
Affections, or ſtrike feelingly upon the 
Hearts of Men. It might be a ſufficient 
Anſwer to ſuch Cavillers, to obſerve, That 
the moſt perfect Pattern, which was left 
us by our bleſſed Saviour, is formed in 
Mat. vi. 9. the fame Manner. But we ſhall chooſe 
to enter a little deeper into the Matter, 
as it may perhaps demonſtrate to every 
unprejudiced Eye, that the very Thing, 
which hath been charged upon our Li- 
turgy as its Defect, is in Reality the Ex- 
cellency and Perfection of it. 

In order to the making our Way te to 
this Point, it will be neceſſary to obſerve, 
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that the uſual Method in which he 

Spirit helpeth our Infirmities, is not by ſup- Rom. viii, 
plying us with Wordt, but with Ideas and ** 
Sentiments. This the Apoſtle ſeems in ſome 


Degree to point out to us, as he tells us, 
in the Conclyfion of the ſame Verſe, that 


the Spirit itſelf maketh Interceſſion for us 


_ ith Groanings that cannot be uttered, After 


having conſidered the Aſſiſtances which 
we receive from the Holy Spirit, in our 
Devotions, in this View, let us next ob- 
ſerve, that St. John divides the Body of 


Chriſtians into little Children, young Men, 1 John ii, 
Fathers. It is certain that every public 3 "+ 
_ Congregation is generally made up of 


Chr:/tians of each of theſe Claſſes, Muſt 
it not therefore be of mighty Service to 


| ſuch a Congregation, to have thoſe pub- 


lic Prayers, which are for their common 


ſe, framed in ſuch general Words, that 
each Denomination of Chriſtians may 


adapt them to themſelves, according as Rom. x, 


God hath dealt to euer Man the * 3 


* Faith? 
How chimerical ſoever this may ſeem 
to indevout or unreflecting Men, yet we 
F 1 may 
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66 LETTERS ON 
may call upon every Member of the 
Church of England, who hath made any 
conſiderable Advance in the Chriftian 
Life, to bear Teſtimony to the Truth 
and Reality of it, For it is moſt certain, 
that, when they attentivelys recollect the 
Manner, in which they have joined in 
our public Prayers for any Number of 
Years paſt, they will not fail of obſerv- 
ing, that they have affixed a new Set of 
Ideas to almoſt every Part of the Ser- 
vice of our Church, as they have been 

Rom. i. 17. Jed on from Faith to Faith, in Knowledge, 
PL. Izxxiv. and from Strength to Strength in Virtue. 

2 Nay the ſame Truth may be evinced 

to every experienced Chriſtian of every 
Denomination whatſoever, by appealing 

to their own Recollection, whether now, 

Heb. v. 14. they are of full Age, they do not affix a 
very different Set of Ideas to the Lord*. 
Prayer, than they were uſed to do to 

| the very ſame Words, when they were 

13. but Babes, As each Man, therefore, para- 

Pzbraſes, as it may be called, upon the 
foregoing Prayer, according to his Pro- 
Rom i portion of Faith, it is obvious, that if he 
were 

1 


RELIGION. 
were to reduce our ſeveral Ideas and Sen- 
timents into Words, it might indeed be 
a very proper Exerciſe of Devotion for 
ſuch Chriſtians as ſtood upon the ſame, 
or very near the ſame Spot of Ground 
with ourſelves; but would but ill ſuit 
with others, who were in any Degree 


either beyond, or ſhort of us. Whereas, 


when the Prayer is repeated in the ſame 
Form, in which it was left us by our 
Lord and Maſter, it is of univerſal Uſe; 
as all Ranks and Degrees of Chriſtians 


whatſoever may adapt it to their own 


IE Circumſtances. 
THE Application is obvious. 


Uro the Concluſion of the whole; may 
ve not reaſonably ſuppoſe, that the Compi- 


lers of our Book of Common Prayer were 
aſſiſted with no little Portion of that Spi- 
rit which we are told that God gave not 
by Meaſure unto our bleſſed Saviour, as 
it is evidently framed after that moſt per- 

fect Model which he hath left us? Nay 


John iu, 
34 


may we not, without Offence to any Chri- 


ian of a different Communion, further 


add, that though we cannot perhaps pro- 
nounce 
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nounce it to be abſolutely free from De- 


fects, yet we may juſtly affirm of it, 
that it is not only well adapted to be a 


common Service for Chriſtians of all 


Degrees of Proficiency, but alſo emi- 


nently calculated to lead the ſeveral Per- 


Jam. iii. 
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Tit. ii. 14. 


ſons who join in it into that ſound Re- 
ligion, which is full of Mercy, and good 
Fruits, without Partiality, and” 10 wen | 
Hypocriſy © RA 
LET us, therefore, who are fo apps 
as to be Members of our Church, truly 
value the Bleſſing we enjoy in having ſuch 
a found Form of Words for our public 
Worſhip. Let us be particularly Care- 
ful, that no beloved Luft prevent the 
letting our conſtant Attendance on it 
have its natural and genuine Effect in 
promoting a conſtant and univerſal Ho- 


lineſs; ever fixing it ſtrongly in our 


View, that our Saviour Feſus Chriſt gave 
himſelf for us, that he might redeem us 


from all Iniquity; and purify unto bim- 
Self a peculiar People, zealous 86 Seu 


Merit. 
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